LADIES SHOULD WEAR UNDERPANTS           45
a fire was sighted by the look-out, some one struck
one end of this wooden pillow with a mallet and
everybody woke up with a start and a ringing
head.
By 1648 there seems to have been 15 units of
firemen in Yedo, the men for which had to be
supplied by the various lords. The men were on
duty for ten days at a time, explained the old
fireman.
"But it wasn't until we macU firemen got
organized that things were put on a really efficient
basis," he added.1
Later, Yedo was divided into forty-eight dis-
tricts, each unit with its own fire brigade and
named according to a sound in the alphabet such
as i> ro^ ba9 etc.
"That's how this section gets its name," said
Mr. Ishiwata, as he began to tell about his great*
uncle Yori who was a fire-fighter for the Daimyo
of Kaga.
"You see, the daimyo besides contributing
city firemen, had their own companies to watch
their homes and important places in the city*
Uade Yori belonged to the famous fire-fightets
of the Daimyo of Kaga. Those men were called
1A machi is a small village unit*   Tokyo is composed of
innumerable mathi.